208	MEMOIES  OF RACHEL.
—correct, pure, and true to nature—formed a striking con-
trast with that of the performers then in vogue, who declaim-
ed, bawled, or chanted, but never spoke their parts. The
players of the Comedie Frangais, getting wind of the favor
shown to the band of youthful amateurs, and jealous of the
privileges of their own house, represented the case to D'Ar-
genson, the Lieutenant of Police, as an infringement of their
rights. An exempt and his man were dispatched to bring the
delinquents before the dreaded man in authority. Adrienne
and her accomplices were terrified beyond measure, but their
protectress interposed between them and the lieutenant; a few
words explained all, and the order was revoked on condition
the performances should be discontinued. But the courage of
the little people was not cowed; they managed to get the
Grand Prieur interested in their behalf, and, under the pro-
tection of-the walls of the Temple, were enabled to set at
naught the prohibition of the police. What the authority of
D'Argenson had failed to accomplish, however, was effected
by-the spirit of discord. After two or three performances,
the self-constituted-actors quarreled as though they had been
regularly-organized players in ordinary to his majesty, and
the company was broken up.
Mademoiselle Lecouvreur did no% as is often the case with
young artists, meet with any opposition to her vocation in her
own family.' Her father encouraged and cultivated her taste
by his judicious advice, and the fame of her precocious talent
soon procured her offers from provincial managers. She play-
ed for some years in Strasburg, and the chief towns of Alsace
and Lorraine.
Her success in the provinces facilitated her admittance on
the boards of the Theatre Francais, that had once well-nigh
put an end to her theatrical career, and she made her debut
there in the month of May in the year 1717, in the character
of Electre. The sensation she created was very great; she
was accounted one of the first actresses of the age, and rivaled
Mademoiselle Duclos, who for twenty-four years had been the
favorite of the public.
an artiste, Adrienne Lecouvreur left a name for talent
order; she was no less admired for her charms

